
Hello and Welcome to Mr. O’Brien’s 8th Grade Class! 

In many college classrooms, professors will provide students with a syllabus on the first day of class to 
provide information about the course, a schedule of the semester, and some information about 
themselves as well. This is my syllabus for the 2017-2018 8th Grade Year. 

Within this syllabus you will find information on my teaching philosophy, as well as the Procedures and 
Policies we follow in this classroom. Please make sure you sign the final page and return it to the 
teacher. I would suggest keeping this syllabus as well in the event you need to refer back to it for any 
reason.  

 

Mr. O’Brien’s Teaching Philosophy 

The way I run my classroom is based on three very important values: Love, Respect, and Belief.  

I love you all as human beings, even now before I’ve met you. The moment you walked into my 
classroom, you became my favorite student and I will treat you as such because you are in my class. 
Nothing you can do can make me hate you, and I will work hard to make sure you know that. 

I also have a deep and serious respect for you all. Regardless of race, gender or academic level, I 
respect every single one of you because you are, firstly, a human being and secondly, one of my 
students. You all have abilities, skills, interests, and opinions that can contribute to this classroom, this 
community, and this world. I respect those abilities, skills, interests and opinions completely. 

Finally, I believe in you all. I fully believe that you are able to achieve whatever goals you have 
this year if you are willing to put the required work in. I will be here every day trying to help you achieve 
those goals and become better students and people because I believe that you can do it.  

I don’t want a day to go by without reminding you that I love, respect, and believe in you all. 

 

Policies and Procedures 

The following Policies and Procedures outline the way in which the classroom runs daily. Furthermore, 
each section will provide an explanation of why each Policy or Procedure is put in place. 

● Calling for Quiet 
o When the class is being too noisy or if I have something to say, I will ask the class, “If you 

can hear my voice, please clap one time.” Any student that is quiet enough to hear me will 
then clap and remain silent. If the noise in the classroom continues, I will increase the 
number of claps (“…two times, …three times etc.) until every student can hear and every 
student is quiet. 

o I do not ask for quiet because I am trying to control you or tell you what to do. I may be 
asking for quiet because I have something to say that is important for everyone to hear. I 
may also ask for quiet because the noise we are making may be disrespectful to other 
classrooms. Finally I may ask for quiet because the noise you are making is disrespectful to 
other students or myself as we are trying to work. 

 



 
● Classroom Discussion/Participation 

o I would like to hold class-wide and small group discussions as frequently as possible, but 
there are some necessary procedures that go along with discussion. 

o When you, a student, has something to contribute to a discussion or has the answer to a 
question, you will raise your hand and wait for me, the teacher, to call on you. Again, I don’t 
do this to control you. I do this to maintain order in the classroom and make sure that 
everyone with something to say gets to say it. 

o I will avoid interrupting you as much as possible because I respect your thoughts and ideas. 
Therefore, I ask you to show the same respect to myself and fellow students. 
 

● Homework Policy 
o Homework is due the day after it is assigned UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED BY THE TEACHER. 
o If you do not complete a homework assignment, you MUST stay in from lunch recess that 

day to complete the assignment. 
o All missed homework assignment will be tracked between all teachers. 4 MISSED 

HOMEWORKS IN ANY/ALL CLASSES WILL RESULT IN A DETENTION. 
o Essays, projects etc. that are to be graded MUST be turned in, even if they are late. Late 

submissions will be deducted 5 points for every day late. If not turned in at all, student will 
receive a zero on the assignment.  

o YOU are responsible for acquiring and completing your homework. Do not depend on 
anyone else (friends, siblings, parents etc.) to do your homework for you. 

o You are not allowed back into the school to retrieve forgotten books. Faculty, staff and 
janitors are not allowed to open doors for students to get missing books. 

o Homework will be posted on the whiteboard in my classroom, as well as online. There is NO 
EXCUSE for not doing your homework. 

o I would suggest finding someone TRUSTWORTHY that can write your homework down and 
bring your books to you if you are sick and vice versa. 

o The time has come for you to take full responsibility for your academic careers. Homework 
is a great first step in this direction. 
 

● Make-Up Work/Extra Credit 
o YOU are responsible for coming to me regarding any graded assignment you may have 

missed for any reason. If you miss a test or quiz, you are responsible for coming to me to 
schedule a time to make it up. This may be during lunch or recess, but will not be during 
another class.  

o Extra Credit will only be provided to students who are FAILING OR IN DANGER OF FAILING. 
Complete your assignments correctly and with maximum effort the first time, and there will 
be no need for Extra Credit. 

o Again, this policy puts you in charge of your academic careers. Taking on this responsibility 
now will prepare you for life after St. Dot’s. 

 

● Tests and Test Folders 
o Test folders will be sent home every Friday afternoon. Parents will sign all tests in the 

folders and students will return them to the teacher to be placed in the students’ portfolios. 



2017-2018 8th Grade Student Responsibility 

Contract 

 

 By signing this document, I agree that I have thoroughly 

read Mr. O’Brien’s 2017-2018 8th Grade syllabus and agree to 

follow all of the Policies and Procedures detailed in it, as well as 

take on all of the responsibilities Mr. O’Brien has charged me 

with this academic year. 

 Furthermore, I promise to put forth maximum effort in 
everything I do; not only in Mr. O’Brien’s classes, but in all 
classes and activities I participate in, both inside and outside of 
St. Dorothy’s School. I will push myself to become a better 
student and a better person every day, and challenge my fellow 
students, and Mr. O’Brien, to do the same. 

 

 

Name (Printed) ______________________________________ 

 

Signature ___________________________________________ 

 

Date ________________ 


